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11,   Jul,  1951 


RICHARDSON,  WILLIAM  A. 

Yilcos,  David  F.  Quincy  and  "*kdams  bounty  history  and  representative  men. 
Chicago,  ,$»e wis  pub,  co.,  1919*   v.  2,  pp.  833-34 • 

"...  Hon*  William  A.  Richardson  Or/.)*.*was  born  in  the  capital  city  of 
the  united  -tates,  while  his  honored  father  was  serving  as  a  member  of 


wa_ 

of  whom  lived  to  manhood  and  womanhoods  Helen  Richardson  Dwight,  George  J., 

William  A.  and  John  S. 

Four  years  after  coming  to  Illinois  from  Kentucky,  the  legislature  of 
Illinois  elected  Uolonel  **i chard  son  state's  attorney  for  the  fifth  judi- 
cial circuit,  in  1836  he  was  electee  to  the  legislature  from  Schuyler 
Countyj  in  1838  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  State  Senatej  ana  in  18X4, 
again  a  member  of  the  Lower  House,  was  made  speaker.  When  the  Mexican 
War  broke  out  he  raised  a  company  3.nS   led  it  to  the  front  and  for  gal- 
lant cenduct  at  3uena  Vista  was  mace  a  lieutenant  colonel.  While  yet  in 
Mexico  he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  Congress  ana  on  hi,-,:;  re  tarn 
home  was  elected  to  fSili  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Senator  ^ouglas,  and  served  in  that  representative  body  for  t-n  years, 
and  in  18.56  was  out  forwara  by  the  democratic  party  of  Illinois  as  its 
nominee  for  g-  vernor.  In  1857  President  Buchanan  appointee  him  governor 
of  Nebraska.  In  I860  he  was  returned  to  Uobgress  from  the  Quincy  district 
and  In  1863  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Unite"  States  Senate 
caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  Douglas  -no  for  mora  than  thirty  years  was  a 
prominent  factor  in  public  affairs.  Colonel  ^cugias*  Cea'.h  occurred 
December  27,  1875.  ♦  •> 


There  is  a  lengthy  account  in  Senator  William  A.  Bich  rdson  in 
the  Past  and  present  of  the  city  of  Quincy  and  Adams  bounty,  Illinois, 
3y  W.  H.  Collins  3c  C.  F.  Perry  (Chicago,  1905),  pp.  /02-407.  A  photo- 
stat copy  can  be  made  for  you  by  a  local  commercial  firm  and  billed  direct 

to  you  if  desired. 
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